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A SERMON, &c. 


SSD | — 
RoMANS 1. 31. 


* Without natural affefttion, implacable, un- 
merci. . 
M. in his bodily part is allied to brutes ; in 
his ſoul he is allied to angels. In this world 
he is put to the trial ; whether the body and its 
luſts ſhall deſtroy the ſoul, or whether the ſoul ſhall 
raiſe the body to a participation of its own glory, 
Conſidered in his natural condition, as fallen from 


God and goodneſs, man is a corrupt ungovernable 


creature. In a ſtate of ſlavery to his appetites and 


paſſions, he knows no other law than that in his : 


members ; which is continually bringing him into 

captivity to the law of fin; continually degrad- 

ing him to a level with the wild beaſts of the foreſt. 
In this condition ; cruelty conſtitutes one prin- 

cipal feature of his character. The natural man 

knowe h no mercy; becaule he is unacquainted 

with that religion which is founded on mercy. In 
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the deſcription therefore which St. Paul has given 
the heathens,; when Iiving without God in the 
world; to the long catalogue of vices and enormi- 
ties which diſgraced the creature originally made in 
the image of his Creator, the Apoftleadds, by way 
of filling up, as it were, the diſguſting picture, that 
they were © without natural affection, implacable, 
unmerciful,”” Rom. 1. 31 

Among the threats denounced againſt the Jewiſh 
people, in caſe of their diſobedience, one was, that 
* a nation of a fierce countenance ſhould be brought 
againſt them from afar ; which ſhould not regard 
the petſon of the old, nor ſhew favour to the 
young.” Deut. xxviii. 50. And when this threat, 
in conſequence of the increaſing degeneracy, was 
about to be carried into execution; the ſentence 
was pronounced by the mouth of the Prophet in 
the following words. * Behold a people cometh 
from the north country, and a great nation ſhall be 
raiſed from the ſides of the earth. They ſhall lay 
bold on bow and ſpear ; they are cruel, and have 
No mercy.” Jer. vi. 22, 23. 

Such was the character of thoſe heatheniſh na- 
tions, which God was pleaſed to make uſe of, as 
inſtruments for the purpoſe of carrying his judg- 
ments into execution from time to time, againſt his 
favourite: people. And ſuch, in a greater or leſs 
degree, will be the character of all perſons, whoſe 
nünds are ſtrangers to the prevailing influence of 


true religion. Unacquainted with thoſe tender feel- 


25, which are the legitimate and amiable offspring 


3% 


5 170 
of genuine Chriſtianity; and under the governance 
of thoſe unruly appelites and ; paſſions which dif- 
grace the human character; they will be, what the 
Scripture has repreſented the natural, man, when 
living without God in the world; 5 without natural 
affection, implacable, unmerciſul.“ 

Many words need not be ſpent to oonvince you, 
hen thus circumſtanced, is not in a condition 


to be admitted into that heavenly abode, where no 


corrupt and ungoverned paſſions will find a place. 
Conſequently, that religion has not done its oflice in 
the world, whilſt the inhabitants of it are to be 
found in che ſame ſtate, in which the ſall of Adam 
left them. If we attend to. the prevailing tenor of 

the Goſpel, we ſhall find it ſtrictly carre{ponding” 
with the character of its divine Author; whole 


© mercy is over all his works ;?—but whole love ta 


man, has even exceeded the bounds of all human 
comprehenſion: in the language of the. Apollle, it 
has been © that love which paſſeth knowledge.” 
Eph. ul. 19. The fruits of the. Spirit, which every 
one who has learned Chriſt, will bring forth, ac- 
cording to the Apoſtle's catalogue, are.“ Love, j joy, 
peace, long- ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, 
meeknels, temperance.” —Let theſe fruits of the 
Spirit be placed in oppoſition to tboſe works of the 
fleſh, of which. the ſame Apoſtle has alſo furniſhed a 
catalogue; and you will judge what great change 
muſt take place in man as born into this world, he.. 


fore be can be deemed meet to. be a Enke with. 
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the faints in glory. The natural man, with his af- 
fections and luſts, muſt be crucified, or the ſpiritu- 
al man, which is created after God in n and 
love, will never be raiſed up. ' 

From a compariſon therefore between man in a 
Nate of nature and a ſtate of grace ; every perſon 
may, if he pleaſes, form an eſtimate with 'reſpe&t to 
his own particular caſe ; how far Chriſtianity, which 
was in part deſigned (if we may ſo ſay), by rub- 
| bing away all the rough edges of man's natural diſ- 
poſition, to harmonize the affeftions of the ſoul, 
has done its work in him. Should he find in him- 
ſelf an inclination to be cruel, implacable, unmer- 
ciful, he may depend upon it, that he has not ſtu- 
died in the ſchool of Chriſt; - but in that of the 
world; and therefore with the world he muſt ex- 
pect to periſh. But ſhould he find himſelf gentle, 
eaſy to be entreated, tender-hearted, and forgiv- 
ing, he may then conclude, that the ſpirit of Chril- 
tianity is of a truth working within him; and that 
it will eventually conduR him to that bleſſed ſociety, 
for which his chriſtian diſpoſition has prepared him. 

Theſe general remarks upon the natural condi- 
tion of man, and the end deſigned to be anſwered 

by Chriſtianity, conſidered as the means which have 
been graciouſly appointed to reſtore. him in ſome 
degree at leaſt, to the image of his divine Maker, 
I have purpoſely laid down, as the ground-work of 
a diſcourſe upon cruelty to Dumb Animals; ain, 
which certainly is not ſeen in the light, in which it 
ought to be ſeen in a Chriſtian country, | 
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The vwiſe man tells us, * 2 righteous. man 
cab life of his beaſt,” we rom whence. it. 
follows, that cruelty. to: a heaſſ 1s incompatible with 
the character of a rightcous man. By a righteous 
man is here to be. underſtood a religious Man ; for - 
we know. of no righteoulneſs in man, but what con- 
ſiſts in a conformity to 15 Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt; 
which. teaches man, io deny ungodlineſs and 


worldly, luſts, to live ſaberly, righteouſly, and god- 


/ in this preſent world.” '—The words of the wile, 
man therefore, when addreſſed to a_ perſon living. 


under the. Goſpel.diſpenſation, ſpeak this plain lan- 


guage; no true Chriſtian can poſſibly, be a cruel 
man; cruelty being abſolutely; inconliſtent with the: 
rim of, chat religion l he profeſſes. From 


Chriſtian” der may be formed, from chat Ak. 
poſuion which he feels towards the brute creation. 
Fbis,is a ſubject, which for want of being placed. 
before, Chrillians in its proper point 'of view, ſeldom. 


makes that impreſſion upon. the buman mind, which. 


hom its importance, it ought to make. It does not. 
vfieng! it is to be feared, occur to man, chat thougx 
he is the lord of the creation here below; it was. 


never deſigned that he ſhould. be the Tyrant of it. 
For bis uſg of the animals placed under ſubjection 
to him, as ſor the uſe of any other gifis which divine 


Gootinefs ſhall beſtow upon him, man muſt be ac- 


countable. . And although abuſed dumb animals 


| may not, literally ſpeaking, riſe in judgment againſt 


him; yet it ſhould be remembered, that ther Cre- 


55 
ator will take their cauſe in lah; om the confideha- 


tion, that the abuſe of any of God's works muſt 'ori-" 


ginate, in an irveligious diſregard of the God: that” 
made them. With perſons who look not 


the preſent world, the fotegoitig confideration will 


have but little weight. They know that there is no 
court of juſtice here below,” in which actions of 
this nature are tried. hey r may therefore with im- 
punity grant full indulgence to their natural difpoſi- 
. tion. In wanton cruelty, or by unreaſonable fer- 
vice, they may kill their horſe or their dog; for 
who is to cane them ?—The property they eon · 
ſider as their own; and they look forward to no 


account. Or in cruel ſport, dilgraceful to human 


nature, they may make the ſparring of two Game 
Cocks, pampe red up for the wicked purpoſe, their 
favourite paſtime : for alas! there is no human law 
to prevent ſuch ſavage praftices. And yet theſe 
tyrants of the creation are men; fir hey” wear the 
ſhape of men; t they are poſſeſſed of the ſame paſſi- 
ons with ourſelves ; but then thoſe paſſions are not 
under the cotitrotll-eidier of reaſon or religion. In 
a word, my brethren, fuch tyrants are, what the 
Scripture diſtinguiſhes by the title of natural men; 
men, who are perfett ſtrangers to the ' bleſſings of 


Chriltianity ; ; and conſequently men, who can have 


no intereſt in the merits of a'crucified Redeemer. | 
But I am now addrefling my ſelf to Chriſtians : 


to ſuch perſons who have at leaſt taken upon them 


the name of Chriſt—who profeſs to ſet Chriſt be- 
fore them as an example: to the end, that, fo far as 


. * 
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human infirmity will permit, ( the ſame mind may,” 
through divine grace & be in them, which was in 
Cbriſt jeſus.““ Phil. ii. 5; Such perſons will en- 
tertain very different ideas upon this ſubject. To 
them; the different parts of the creation furniſh ſo 
many different ſubjeats for adoration and praiſe. If 
they look into the heavens above, they there be- 
hold God's handy work: if they walk abroad up- 
on the earth below, rich ſpecimens of divine wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs are continually preſenting, them- 
ſelves on all ſides to their eontemplation. The more 
they examine, ihe more they admire, and whilſt 
they cry out with the Plalmiſt : © O Lord, how ma- 


_ Hifold are thy works! in wiſdom haſt Thou made 
them all;” they are convinced that the ſame divine 


Being, who. originally breathed into man's noſtrils 
the breath of life, that he might live and be happy ; 
furniſhed every animal in the creation, with thoſe 


inſtintts and properties, neceſſary to the . : 
tion of a comfortable exiſtence, ** 


The great Creator never made a ſingle creature, 


for the purpoſe of its being miſerable. Sin alone 
braught miſery into the world. But fin belongeth 
only unto man. Man, therefore, is the only crea- 


ture, who ought to inherit miſery, as his birth- 


right. What miſery other creatures are condemned 
to feel, is, for the moſt part, a conſequence of the 
corruption of fallen man. The beaſts of prey are 


by nature cruel and ferocious. But when the crav- 


ings of hunger are ſatisfied, chey, for the moſt 


part, lie down in their dens, harmleſs and inoffen. 


10 
ive; — for man alone, to take masſece in 
cruelty, Not fatisfied with the privilege with which 
the Creator of the univerſe has inveſted} Himy by 
which he is authorized to make ſuch uſe of che 
creatures below him, as may be neceſſary for his 
ſupport, comfort, and convenience; he feels him- 
felf at liberty to make their ſufferings his paſtime ; 
and in a temper of cool inſenlibility, which even 
brutes do not feel, ſees innocent animals daily fall 
ing victims to eee to his u or to his 
fports. OBI tO 7 
If we look into the book of lobe wwe. meet — 
the following ſublime deſoription of that noble ani- 
mal, Mhich is perhaps more abuſed than any other 
animal in the creation,” Haſt thou given the 
Horſe ſtrength? Haſt chou clothed his neck; with 
thunder ?—He paweth 1 in 'the valley and rejoiceth 
in his ſtrength: he goeth on to meet ilie armed 
man: he mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted; 
neither turneth he back from the ſ word: Job xxix. 
19. Was this noble animal permitied to appear in 
court again ſt his tyrant man he would -moſt/ cer- 
tainly have a very heavy bill of indiktment to bring 
forward. How many of thoſe privileged beings, 


Who have both reaſon and religion to direct their 


conduct, would feel themſelves ſhrink ing from the 
trial! When it is conſidered, What a number of 
thoſe uſeful animals are mercileſsly flogged to death 
for the ſake of procuring us fome few hours earlier 
intelligence, than might be otherwiſe” obtained: 

how many of them are- ſactificed'ts the' mad frolics 


_—— 
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of thoughtleſs diſſipated young men; and how ma- 
ny are galloped out of their lives, for the purpoſe 
of determining a ſenſeleſs wager between perſons, 
upon whom God has been pleaſed to beſtow a 
greater portion of riches, than underſtanding ; we 
feel ourſelves conſtrained to confeſs that ſuch cru 
elties, are not more inconfiſtent with the Chriſtian 
religion, than they are a diſgrace to the character 
and © legiſlature of a chriſtian country. 

Even our children, whoſe peculiar charaQteriſtics 


ougl to be innocence and love, are permitted to 
| grow up in the practice of thoſe wanton and cruel 


ſports, which nouriſh in them that ſavage diſpoſition, 
which, if not counteraQted, will tend to make them, 
when advanced to riper years, the curſe and ſcourge 
of the ſociety to which they belong. This ought to 
be a ſubjett of conſideration with all parents: with 
religious parents it ever will be. Moſt children of 
firm health, are naturally diſpoſed to cruelty. This 

diſpoſition is only to be counteracted, by a religious 
education. The turn of young minds ſhould the re- 
fore be a conſtant object of parental obſervation. 
All opportunities ſhould be taken, if we may ſo ſay, 
to mould and faſhion the tender materials commit- 
ted to their charge into a Chriſtian ſhape, before 
they harden into life. To this end tbe. very amuſe- 
ments of children might be made inſtrumental, 
where attention and judgment are not on 


the part of the parent. At all events, it ſhould be 


remembered, that whatever hardens the heart, tends 
to render it leſs ſuſceptible of the impreſſions of 
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Chriſtianity. For although tender feelings and 
Chriſtianity are not inſeparably conne ed; yet, it 


may be ſaid, that, where tender feelings are want- 
ing, genuine Chriſtianity will never be found. 


The parent who conſiders this, and conſiders more- 


over, that cruelty to dumb animals, in ſpite of all 


thoſe high pretenſions to civilization which we 
 boaſty is, it is to be feared, one of the crying ſins 


of this nation; will be anxious to, eounteratt_ a 


growing evil, at the only period of life, at which, 
perhaps, it is to be counteracted with effect. 

Indeed a ſtronger proof of the lo ſtate to winch 
Chriſtianity is reduced in any country, ,' cannot be 
drawn, than from the cruel diſpoſition of its inha- 
bitanits. The ſpiritual man knows and feels this. 
He conſiders that all creatures, from man the ap- 
pointed lord here below down to the meaneſt rep- 
tile that crawleth upon the earth, derive their exiſ- 
tence from the ſame Fountain of Life: and that the 


mercy of the Creator is over all his works. Grate- 


fulto his heavenly Father for the comforts, conye- 


niencies, and privileges, which fallen man is per- 


mitted to enjoy in this world; he conſiders the go- 
vernment of the creatures that has been committed 
to him, as a Truſt, of which an account muſt one 


day be given. Acquainted with the genius and ſpi- 


rit of Chriſtianity, he knows that man was not born 
to be cruel; and when he is ſo, it is becauſe the 
carnal principle by which he is allied to the brutes 


that pentſh, is ſuffered to triumph over that ſpiritu-. 
al one, by which be claims connedtion with the God. 
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that made him. Doing good, as every righteous 
man doth from a ſenſe of duty, he therefore re- 
gardeth the life of his beaſt ; abſtaining from all 


manner of cruelty, on the refleQion- that bis beaſt 


has à body to feel as ſenſibly as himſelf : and de- 
lighting to render the life of his beaſt as eaſy and 
comfortable as may be, on the conſideration that the 
ſame God, to whom he himſelf looketh up for mer- 
cy, was the maker of them both. He conſiders, 
moreover, that from the beaſts, many an uſeful leſ— 
ſon is to be learnt; by Which man may become 
better qualified for that dignified ſtation, which he 
has been appointed to fill in the ſcale of created be- 
ings. From the uſe of animals in their natural ca- 
pacity, he will be led on to the intellectual applica- 
tion of their ſeveral properties and qualities; the 
contemplation of which, by ſuggeſting to him mo- 
ral rellections and uſeful obſervations, fail not to 
render him, -both a wiſer and a better man. 


Such are the ideas, which preſent themſelves to 


the mind of the Chriſtian, upon this intereſting ſub- 
ject. Should there be any among you, whoſe 


minds have been hitherto ſtrangers to them, it is 
the ſtrongeſt proof that can be given, that your re- 
ligion, has been a religion of words and profeſſion ; 
and not, what it ought to be, a religion of the 
heart and affeftions. Where the fruits of the Spi- 
rit are not produced, there Chriſtianity is but an 
empty name. It is for this reaſon, that our ſubject 
has been placed before you upon Chriſtian ground; 
becauſe it is upon that ground alone, that any mo- 
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ral virtue, to become acceptable to the Deity, can 


poſſibly ſtand, But there is ſtill another reaſon, 


why I have choſen to build in this caſe upon Chriſ- , 


tian ground; becauſe, when the foundation is well 
laid, no anxiety need be entertained for the ſecuri- 
ty of the ſuperſtructure. The truly religious man, 
cannot fail to be a ſtrictly moral man: nor is it 
poſſible, that any real diſciple of the meek and com- 
paſhonate Jeſus, can be unpoſſeſſed of a merciful 
diſpoſition. He may deceive himſelf indeed, as 
too many are accuſtomed to do; by fancying that 
by his admiſſion unto the Church of Chriſt, and by 
his attendance upon its ſervices, he becomes of 
courſe, what the religion of the Goſpel was deſign- 
ed to make him. But Chriſtians, like trees, are to 
be known by their fruits. Should that natural 


Rock, which has been grafted into Chriſt, for the 


purpoſe of its being enabled to bring forth good 
fruit, continue to yield that four and refuſe pro- 
duce which belongs only to its wild and uncultivat- 
ed ſtate, the graft, we may depend upon it, has ta- 
ken no eſfect. In other words, ſhould the proſeſ- 
ſor of Chriſtianity find, that after having -been 
grafted into Chriſt's Church, and thereby put into 
training for the purpoſe of his becoming a. fruitful 
tree in God's vineyard ; or, to lay aſide our figure; 
ſhould the Chriſtian diſciple find, . that after having 
attended to the leſſons of the Goſpel of peace and 
love in the church, his diſpoſition ſtill poſſeſſes its 
natural propenſity; inſtead of loving-kmdnelſs, gen- 
tleneſs, and forgiveneſs, ſhould he find the paſſions 
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of hatred, cruelty, and revenge ruling in his breaſt; 
ſhould his affections, inſtead of being exalted, ſpi- 
ritual, and pure; be earthly, ſenſual, and corrupt; 
he may depend upon it, that, ſo far as he is con- 
cerned, Chriſtianity has done no good. Whatever 
his profeſſion may be, his condition moſt certainly 
is that of the natural unregenerate man ; who neither 
knoweth God, nor the things which belong to his 
everlaſting peace. 

The foregoing conſiderations, my ; Brethren, are 
addreſſed to you as Chriſtians. They will not, I 
truſt, fail to make their due impreſſion. Should 
any conſideration be neceſſary to be added to them; 
there is one, which, if taken in a general ſenſe, may 
with propriety be applied to the preſent ſubject. It 
is contained in one of thofe ſhort, but comprehen- 
five ſentences delivered by our bleſſed Saviour, in 
his Sermon on the mount ; and which, with God's 
bleſſing, I now leave upon your minds.“ Bleſſed 
are the merciful, for they ſhall obtain mercy.” 

O Thou Creator of the Univerſe, whole mercy is 
over all thy works, and who haſt been pleaſed, for 
the comfort, convenience, and ſupport of favoured 
man, to give him dominion over thy creatures here 
below; grant unto him, we beſeech Thee, that 
meaſure of thy grace, that he may make ſuch uſe of 
the truſt committed to him, as may beſt prepare him 
for the account he is one day to give ; that, whether 
he eats or drinks, or whatever he does, he may in 
all things have an eye to thy glory, and his own ſal - 
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vation. Grant, this, O merciful Father, for thy 
dear Son's ſake, to whom with Thee, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be all honor and glory now and for ever. ,, 


- 


— 


Amen. 
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